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REUNION 
IN 
WACO 


meeting of the Texas 


tute will be held April 24. 





a WACO = APRIL 24=-2E 


Remember to make your hotel reservation early for the annual 
Library Association in Waco, April 24-26, 
with headquarters at the Roosevelt Hotel. 


The County Insti- 


PEOPLE'S LIBRARY MOVEMENT FOR TEXAS 


WACO — FRIDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 25. 
SPEAKERS: Dr, 


tiss. 


A, Caswell Ellis, 


made for the Stete Library. 


A large attendance at this meeting 


brary's extension progrem, 
especially will attend 


PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE 
DEMONSTRATION BILL 
INTRODUCED IN HOUSE brary Serv- 

ice Demon- 

stration Bill, was introduced in 

the U. S. House of Representatives 

on March 10 by Congressman Thomas A. 

Jenkins, of Ohio, as H, R. 2465. 

Other sponsors may be added later. 
Representative Jenkins became 

interested in the bill because of 

library problems in his home county. 
The bill provides: 
1, $25 
as an outright gift to 
with no danger of Fed- 
eral control, to set up rural 
library demonstrations. 
2. $25,000 to $75,000 in addi- 
tion to the outright grant for 
exas if the State Legislature 
is willing to appropriate money 
for State aid to match iucreas- 
ed Federal allocations, 


Austi 
Paul Brindley, Galveston 
Reports will be given on the three 


Nn 


regional library surveys recently 


will greatly aid the State Li- 


We hope that county and public librarians 
and bring trustees and interested laymen. 


SUMMER COURSE IN 
COUNTY AND REGIONAL 
LIBRARIES AT COLUMBIA 


The school 
of Librery 
Service at 
Columbia 
University will offer a course in 
Rural, County, and Regional Li- 
braries during the 1947 summer 
session, July 7 to August 15. 
Julia Wright Merrill, formerly 
chief of the Department of Infor- 
mation and Advisory Services of 
the American Library Association, 
will conduct the course. She 
brings to the task long experience 
both in the field and in her stra- 
tegic position at A.L.A. The 
course will stress those aspects 
of administration and service 
which distinguish rural from mu- 
nicipal libraries, with partic- 
ular emphasis on relations with 
local officials and groups, fi- 
nance, and organization for erea- 
Wide service. Courses may be 








taken at the same time in rural 
sociology and in rural education, 
thus making possible an unusual 
educational experience for exten- 
sion librarians. Additional infor- 
mation may be obtained from the 
School of Library Service, Columbia 
University, New York 27, N. Y. 


SXTENSION DIRECTOR The Texas State 
APPOINTED Library is 

FOR STATE LIBRARY pleased to 

announce the 

addition to its staff of Mrs. 

Robert H, Wilson, formerly employ- 

ed in the Extension Department of 

the Louisiane State Library, who 

became Acting Extension Director on 

April 1. 

After receiving the B.A. degree 
from the University of Texas in 
1926, Mrs. Wilson was granted a 
Certificate in Librarianship by 
the University of California, where 
she later completed graduate study 
in library service and received 
the M.A. degree. 

In addition to her experience in 
library extension work in Louisi- 
ana, Mrs. Wilson served as junior 
cataloger in the University of 
Texas Library, as librarian in a 
teachers' college in Las Vegas, 

New Mexico, and as a teacher of 
library service in Texas State 
College for Women, Denton. 


MEMORIAL LIBRARY Dedication of the 
DEDICATED Hanna Mansfeld 
IN SAN ANTONIO Landa’ Memorial 
Library and Chil- 
dren's Playground, given by Mr. 
Harry Landa to the San Antonio 
Public Library system as a memorial 
to his wife, 
The following is quoted from the 
invitation to the ceremony: 


"Since this is the time when 
all possible support and 
emphasis must be given the 
educational program in all of 
its aspects, the Public Library 
hopes, with the assistance of 


took place on March 29. 


those concerned, to develop 
and promote here an outstand- 
ing Educational Center." 


FRIENDS OF THE MARLIN The Frierds 
LIBRARY ACTIVE of the 

Marlin Pub- 
lic Library conducted a campaign 
for funds for the library from 
March 17 to 24. In addition to 
meeting the usual needs of the 
library, the aim was to raise a 
fund for enlarging the building 
to include an auditorium where 
the story hour, book reviews, and 
conferences of civic groups can 
be held. 

Approved by the American Libra- 
ry Association, the organization 
called "Friends of the Library" 
assists the local library by rais- 
ing funds for the purchase of 
books and equipment. The plan is 
an important factor in the support 
of libraries, especially where 
there is no tax aid. 

The Marlin "Friends" was organ- 
ized in 1945, and its roster of 
that year includes more than 250 
members - individuals, civic 


groups, study clubs, and business 
firms, 

IBBOTSON Appointment of Joseph 5S, 
SUCCEEDS Ibbotson, head of the 
PETERSON Rosenberg Library in 


Galveston for the last 
ten years, to succeed Harry N, 
Peterson as librarian of the Fort 
Worth Public Library was announc- 
ed March 14, 

Mr. Peterson has resigned to 
become director of the District 
of Columbia Public Library. 

In accepting his appointment, 
Mr, Ibbotson said of his pred- 
ecessor, 'To succeed him is a 
privilege and a challenge." 


NEW POSTER SERIES A new weekly 
PROMOTES series of pub- 
CIVIC INTEREST lic affairs 
posters called 
"Here and There Posters’ to 
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promote reading on current problems 
and stimulate interest in public 
affairs discussions is now avail- 
able. 

Each weekly poster prints "last 
minute quotes on both sides of 
public issues." With each poster 
is a single-sheet outline of the 
questions raised in the discussion 
’ the specific.issue. 

The format of the posters came 
“rom a display conceived overseas 
in Seventh Army Headquarters in 
connection with the G. I. discus- 
sion program, Their civilian 
refinement was effected in con- 
sultation with leading American 
educators and publicists. 

The subscription rate is $10 a 
year, 

For more information, write 
Here and There Posters, Box 101, 
Jackson Heights, New York. 


READING 


Pittsfield, Massachu- 
FOR SALE 


setts, is an average 
New England city of 
50,000 population. 
Its public library — the Berk- 
shire Athenaeum (an old New 
England custom) circulated 
469,021 books for home reading 
during the year 1945. Accord- 
ing to the U., S. Office of Educa- 
tion statistics for close to 100 
cities in the United States be- 
tween 35,000 and 50,000 population, 
the Pittsfield library led all 
others in circulation, but was sixth 
from the top in income and thir- 
teenth in the number of volumes. 

In seeking to explain this use 
of books, the local newspaper, The 
Berkshire Evening Eagle, makes 
the following comments. The philos- 
ophy it discovers is applicable to 
any public library anywhere. 


"Why, for instance, did five other 


libraries receiving more funds 
with which to work ... circulate 
fewer books than did our library? 
Why did 12 others with collectiors 
up to twice the size of the Ath- 
enaeum's do considerably less 
loaning of books? 

"We doubt that the Athenaeum 
has better books than any other 
library.... 

"We doubt (not very hard, of 
course) that we are a community 
of higher intellectual interests 
than others.... 

"Naturally there has to be an 
answer. We believe it will be 
found in the corner-stone of the 
Atheneeum's philosophy: Reading 
has to be sold. Libraries in 
general — and the Athenaeum once 
was a member of this group — seem 
to feel that if books are made 
available, people will read them, 
The Athenaeum, under Francis H. 
Henshaw and its present librarian, 
Robert G. Newman, has embraced an 
appreciably more positive atti- 
tude: Sell reading as you would 
sell a movie, a dance, a lecture, 
a washing machine. 

“The Athenaeum, knowing this, 
has founded its Morningside branch, 
instituted book service in the 
hospitals, sponsored free lectures 
and meetings in its building, 
welcomed such apparently nonintel- 
lectual features as the World 
War II memorial room, created dis- 
plays of more than usual public 
interest, gone all out in its 
facilities and programs for chil- 
dren, used to the fullest the 
radio and the newspapers. Its 
fidus Achates, the Friends of the 
Berkshire Athenaeum, has worked 
hard and well by its side. 

It is no accident that the 
Athenaeum, in its very basic busi- 
ness of getting people to read — 
books, leads the nation," 
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